
In the Gospel of John, the miracles of Jesus are called signs.  Today we read of Jesus turning the 
water into wine at the wedding feast of Cana. The Gospel concludes that this was the first of his 
signs, “in Cana of Galilee, and Jesus revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.”  And 
that sentence tells us the purpose of the signs- it is not so much the miracle itself that is 
important, it’s what it reveals to us about Jesus and where this revelation is meant to lead us - 
to faith. 
 
As St. John describes today’s miracle he is trying to make us understand that something very 
new is happening. In Jesus, God is doing a new thing.  We have six stone water jars, they are 
antiques, relics from the past.  And what do they contain? Water for the Jewish rites of 
purification.  Water for the cleansing rituals of the Old Covenant, the Old Law. 
 
So, Jesus takes the water of the Old Covenant and turns it into the wine of the new.  And he 
does so in the context of a wedding banquet.  A wedding, the celebration of young love, of a 
new family, of the promise for the future.  A wedding is also a celebration of the new, God 
doing something new. 
 
In the Old Testament, this image of marriage, as our first reading indicates, is an image of God’s 
relationship to his people.  God is married to his people as a groom marries his bride.  And 
wine, an abundance of good wine is a sign of the outbreaking of God’s kingdom.  On God’s holy 
mountain, when all sorrow, sadness, and death has passed there will be a rich feast, with rich 
food and an abundance of good wine. 
 
So, in the miracle of the wedding feast at Cana, St. John is telling us that, in Jesus, new wine has 
been given to us in our relationship with God.  A new marriage covenant has been established 
and we have been richly blessed as Jesus calls us to be his own, as he calls us the Church, the 
Body of Christ, to be his bride. 
 
Sounds good but is it real?  According to the bible, good wine represents the outpouring of the 
joy of God’s kingdom.  But do we know the joy? 
 
What are we more inclined to use wine for?  To dull the senses?  To keep the world at bay?  
How many of you seen the social media memes about the moms dealing with on-line school?  Is 
9am too early to uncork the wine bottle?  The pandemic has sucked the joy, the flavour of life 
from us.  We need to dull the pain somehow.   
 
So, the wine of the kingdom of God has to be something different, the wedding banquet of the 
kingdom of God has to be more than just a good party.  Faith is not some form of escapism 
from the trials of life. 
 
Ultimately, the kingdom reaches its fullness in the resurrection to eternal life.  The gift of God, 
the grace of God received through the power of Jesus who conquered the grave on Easter 
morning.  The most unmovable thing in the world is the stone that seals a grave.  But not for 
Jesus.   



The old water jars of today’s Gospel were antics, relics from the past, not much use to them any 
more but Jesus fills them with good wine.  They were immovable, made of heavy stone.  We 
may feel like those stone jars, life may feel like it can’t be moved.  But Jesus is still calling us 
forward, calling us to the banquet.  Jesus wants to fill them with the new wine of his kingdom.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


